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Think about what it means to feel 
safe in your classroom, and what 

you need to do to help other 
students feel secure and 

supported. Let's start by creating 
a community agreement for the 

classroom.
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REFLECTING 
ON HISTORY

PART TWO



This section 
invites you to:

Reflect on the 
everyday, working 
lives of women and 
children in the laundry 
by considering the 
historical context of 
the Magdalene 
Laundries. 

Listen to a survivor's 
story.





INDEPENDENT STUDY TASKS

READ - Introduction chapter of Prof James 
Smith's (2008) Ireland's Magdalene Laundries 
and the Nation's Architecture of Containment. 

Manchester, UK: MUP.

READ - Sebanne, N. (2018). Ireland’s Silences: 
the Magdalene Laundries. Retrieved from: 

https://booksandideas.net/IMG/pdf/eng_sebba
ne_magdalene_sisters.pdf. 

WATCH - Ireland’s Hidden Bodies, Hidden 
Secrets (“Our World,” BBC News Channel, 5 

October 2014).

https://booksandideas.net/IMG/pdf/eng_sebbane_magdalene_sisters.pdf
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Based on these tasks, explore the following 
questions in small groups:

Why were women and children confined to the 
Magdalene Laundries?

In what ways were people controlled within these 
institutions?

Discuss with your classmates and teacher other 
questions you have about this part of Irish society 
and history.





Identity charts can help you identify and 
consider the factors that affect us as 

people, communities, and nations. 
Sharing your identity charts with 

classmates can help build community in 
your classroom.

Print out the chart on the next page and 
write your name in the middle.  List 

factors that make up your identity on the 
arrows pointing out from the centre.  List 

labels that others place on you on the 
arrows pointing into the centre.  

Is there overlap between the two sets of 
arrows?

ACTIVITY: 
IDENTITY CHART
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https://www.youtube.com/embed/yxN3dW9vapM?start=13&end=394


https://www.youtube.com/embed/DyXu0gn04lk?start=584&end=992
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Image Courtesy of the National Library of Ireland
Good Shepherd Convent, exterior (ca. 7 November 1905)



WHAT QUESTIONS DO YOU HAVE 
ABOUT THESE PICTURES THAT 

YOU WOULD NEED TO HAVE 
ANSWERED

SO YOU CAN 
INTERPRET THEM?

Image Courtesy of the 
National Library of 
Ireland
Good Shepherd Convent, 
front (ca. 7 November 
1905)
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Background?
Objects?
Space?
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https://www.irishtimes.com/news/i-wondered-if-i-should-just-open-the-place-and-let-them-out-1.1254325
https://musingsinintermissions.blogspot.com/2011/10/anu-productions-laundry-this-is-not.html


 English 
 (with closed captioning)

WATCH: 
ANIMATING 

PLACE

Gaeilge
 (coming soon!)

https://youtu.be/YdS-_ELQDw4








Complete the following statements:

 What I just read makes me think 
about__________(event from the past) 

because__________.

 What I just read makes me think 
about__________(event from today 
related to my own community or nation) 

because__________.

 What I just read makes me wonder about 
the future because__________.

How do the ideas in this exercise relate to 
your past, present and future?
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JFMR's 

OFFICIAL 
WEBSITE 

2
O'Rourke, M. & Smith, J. (2016). 
Ireland's Magdalene laundries: 
Confronting a history not yet in the 
past. In A. Hayes & M. Meagher 
(Eds.), A century of progress? Irish 
women reflect. Dublin: Arlen House.

3 JFMR's 
Research 
Archive 

https://www.wit.ie/jfmr
https://aran.library.nuigalway.ie/handle/10379/15636
http://jfmresearch.com/home/jfm-political-campaign-2009-2013/




After large scale human rights violations many questions 
are unresolved as perpetrators, survivors, and society 
exist with a difficult and contested history.  It can be 

difficult to make amends and decide how to hold those 
responsible accountable and how to repair society.

Transitional justice refers to a wide variety of actions a 
society can take as they transition from a time of injustice, 

which does not repeat these actions, to a better future, 
which allows victims to heal.

What are some effective ways for Ireland to account for 
the past and move forward? 

 How should society identify the goals and needs for the 
future? 

 Who should decide the process for accountability and 
social reconstruction?

 
 

TRANSITIONAL 
JUSTICE
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Can you brainstorm some examples of 
human rights violations today? 

Consider interventions or actions which 
might interrupt these violations or 

reduce the harm in the relationship.

What is the role of commemoration in 
transitional justice and reducing harm?
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APPENDICES
TEACHING SUPPORTS



Barometer
The barometer exercise can be used to monitor students' 
interpretation, attitudes, and responses to material.

 1. Clear a wide space in the classroom, and place signs stating 
"Strongly Agree" and "Strongly Disagree" at opposite ends of 
the space.

2. Remind students of the classroom contract to be respectful of 
each other.

3. Ask students to stand at a place along the continuum that 
represents their opinion. 

4. Ask students to explain why they have chosen to stand in 
that location. Encourage students to keep an open mind and 
allow them to move locations if they choose to do so after 
hearing other classmates' statements. 

5. Debrief with a class discussion.

This exercise can also be completed with Post-Its instead of 
asking students to physically stand in their desired spot.


